Everv little bump.in the road weé swerve takes us a step Further in our attempt to

at algﬁwmm s cleanest village. Iri the process we also trv,m wash away our
sins IMhE world's wettest-region, Mawsynram
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Finally Hansel's (from the fairytale

the realms of cleanliness.
Mawlynnong looked like a well
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thatched with Betel nut patrmi-

Mawlynnong has one main road
for cars and other four-wheelers,
which takes you straight at the hear
of this rural borough. The vi

s simplicity in terms o
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the locals had
mastered the

ter suppl
toilet facilities
for all hous
and the friendly way of
disposing waste by burying it ina
pit and reusing it as manure. Clean
liness is not something they have
been hrainwashed into either, Rather
it's their of life, their tradition
if you ple They
keeping not only their dwe
clean but also their entire village.
Much less can be said about ou
smodern” cities. Mesmerised and
captivated with the Mawlynnong's
magic we decided to s a night
here, At the moment there are only
three guest houses here but lucky
for us we got to at a three-
room wooden cotls ith a lot of
wildlife accompi e us for the
night. The sound « nee could
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place, Mawsynram, would be blas-
phemous. Located 56km away from
Shillong, the dark grey clouds and
heavy fog, at times, threatened to
drench us but to our disappointment
these were all justfalse alarms. What
can I say. Perhaps the rain god is
2R camera shy? Time for us to head
of building ] : Khasis, tradi- { back home where the civil world
ly, g_ ridges. With humid- Jatih remains, a mere illusion.
y levels hitting a new high for us |
ocals, my colleague Pushan,
aka Aquaman, couldn’t help but do
a Salman and dived into the cold
stream shirtless. Apart from refresh-
ing him it must also have gotten
Aquaman's sense cells working for
he desisted from venturing down-
stream in the strong current.
ming all the way to Meghalaya
and not going to the world’s wettest
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