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Justin’s journey of discovery

OFFBEAT Driving across the country Justin Rowlatt and Anita Rani discovered that it's an amazing blend of the conventional
and the contemporary. PRINCE FREDERICK on their adventure for a fo rtheoming BBC programme ‘India on Wheels’

caked fn swent,  Jostin

Pswlabt walks through the

pate of Avcord Metrapaoli-

tan: an anti-climax for o
small group of journalists, who
expected the BRC presester to
make & striking sppearance,
gwilching gears in a 1996 Am-
hasgador with a hand-shift, Tn-
stead, n° Hindi-speaking draver,
Tooking as drained and paliicl
Tustin, guides the okl Amby —
noliceably weather-beaten and
rusty — to. the parking bay.
While stepping out, he mutters
something phoul a major me-
chanical snag.

After reaching Chennai — the
[mst stop on & drive scross the
length and breadth of the Tndi-
an subcontinent {or o BRC pro-
gramme “India On Wheels® —
the car had broken down under
the weight of an unressonshle
vorkload, How did Justin and
his feam make the mistake of
choosing this old banger?

Two considerations

There was no. mistake, o
plains Justin, The choice of cor
was dictated by twn consbiber-
ptions. The Amby is an loonic
indian mochine, loved both by
bareserats and common peo-
pli. This 15-yeur-old model -
which lacks pows stsering amnid
pir-conditioning — was pne-
ferred to the lateat Amby that
hias these msdern comiorts and
miore; biscause the older caris a
symhal of life in most parts o
Indiin. There are places in this
country, where people lack ba-
sl comforts,

Interestingly, “India  On
Wheels™ also explores modern
Imcdin with its billionaires nnd
Bollyweod stars through & par-
alle] journey ondertaken by
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presenter Anita Hani in & Bol
ern Stinger. While Anita felt
the pulse of wibrant mixdern
metros, Justin surveved life in
tradition-boand  cities  and
towns, and in sleepy villages.
Just oitside Vorunasi, Justin
spent i couple of davs with o

large family that submists on &
dally earning of K200 [o
Hea00 throgh farming. T
ing such visits, he wis drawn
to studying the enpgrossing in-
terplay between tradition and
moidernily. He noticed thak the
joint family system tuken

for granted in villages — Is
bosing lts appeal

During his rambling jour-
ey, Justin conld pol suppress
the imvestigative journalist in
him. In Agra, he moticed thad
dense yehicular traffic is caus
ing mir pollution that could —

While Anita feit the
pulse of vibrant
modern metros,
Justin surveyed life
in tradition-bound
cities and towns,
and in sleepy

villages

in' time — deface the Taj
Mahal, “Though polluting in
dusirial units moved out of the
aced long ago. it's the vehicles
thal are aggravnting the prob-
lem now.” While in (rissa,
apeni @ cobglderalbile amount
of time studyving the mores of

the proto-Austraked Diongris
Kandh tribe, These people, re-
nowned For Fruit forming, feel
threatened by on aluminium
plant that has comé up right
where they liv,

Famous for “The Chinese
Are Coming”, a mecenl BBEC
programme that takes viewers
to places as diverse a8 Angolo
and Hacienda Hebghts (Cali-
fornia) to track the "unstop
pable rise of the Chinise in
giobal bisinesa”, Justin does
niot pause 1o think before an-
swering a gquestion about how
the Indian economy compares
with the Chinese. While the
Chinese economy has enjoyed
uninterrupted growth for thir-
by vears now, Justin feels the
Indian economy has  grown
sporadically, He baficves  a
hugle section of the popislation

primarily those in agricul-
fure — has-not besn  Empo-
wered to particpate In or
contribute 1o the economy’s
CXPansiomn

Justin, howewer, points oal
Indin cant be painted with
just one brosh. 18 i o land of
miind-boggling  diversity  and
contrasts, Aware of he need
for mubtiph: polnts of refoer
gmce to understand Indin, he
prepared for the assignment
by rEading soclaimod books,
including “Indis: A Porfrait”
by Patrick French -and “Maod-
muam City: Bombay Lost And
Found™ by Suketu Mehta In
spite of this, Justin found
himsell unprepared for the In-
dia thal met him on the way Lo

i enterprising risad
adveniure

(Indin On Wheels” — with
two one-hoer sermenis — is

expected to be telecast on BRC
World Service this September}



