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EDITORIAL

ur top sory this fortnight comes back to

the new Gcfavia, more than bwo years
aflter we first featured it on the cover, Since
then, a lot has chznged. Skoda’s plans for its
product portfolio are firmed up aed we now
e diefinitive spy shots of the vehicle that will
b the Octavia argund the world and also in
India. A5 you can seg, it will be a sleek vehicle
very much [ike the first Octavia and we hope
it can live up to the legacy of ifs predecessor,
though details and engina options for India are
atill o be decided,

Amaongst the new cars, we have driven the
Chevrolet Trax, the small SUV that will take on
the Ford EcoSport in 2 battle amangst Ameri-
can companies and the Mercedes B-Class that
offers unparalleled space. But pride of place
of Course goes (o the new Range Rover, which
has adopted radical construction for an SUy
to bridge the gap between a capable sUY
and a [y vehicle, With over 13,000 dif-
ferent aptions available nat only can one go
river wading in Uttarakhand or dune-bashing
in Rajasthan, but also have 2 unique vehice
customised to ones tastes,

The road test this issue is between the
Rexton and the Pajero Spart, While the farmer
offers convenience, equipment and a large en-
gine, the latter offers more comfort and better
tynamics making it  very difficult choice,

As it is every month, this issue also fea-
tures motorcycles. From the superbike from
Ducati to small commuters with one-tenth the
engine capacity. We ry to decipher which hike
is Best in the 12500 sepment where TVS tries
tn make its mark with the Phoenix. And, if
you want to go racing, we profile Honda's
racing schoal.

The ADVISOR this issue, like every other
msue, features second hand buying as well as
practical tips on brake pad replacement and
fow 0 get yaur car ready for the winter, This
time in products we feature the top 10 smart
phone apps for car users,

And, fast but not the least, it's acisable
in folfow the progress of our fong-term vehicle
fleet to see how they are faring

in terms of everyday fuel el-
b ficiency or in terms of break-
dawns and servicing costs.

Yogendra Pratap

Editor
agenora.pratapaautobidd.in
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These aren’t your everyday practical cars meant
for congested cities; these are large, rugged
SUVs to take on the wild. But, of
course, these would mostly be used
for posing besides packing in the
family for long distance trips. &

The question is, which of the

two makes more sense?

Pictures: Suresh Marayanan
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ROAD TEST

Neither SUV comes across as very cur-
rent, but hoth scare highly on street
presence. Between the two though,
the Pajero draws more attention

Ssangyong
Rexton RX7

Interiors feel old, though the quality .~
and fit and finish is good. There's soft
grain plastic on the dash top. Equipment
level again is very good. 1. Clocks look
dated, hut are easy to read. 2. Steering
has controls for the audio as well as
buttons for shifting gears when driv-
ing in manual mode. These aren't fun
to use though. 3. Central console houses
a touchscreen for the audio, which also
| has Bluetooth and a single zone climate
control system. 4. Central tunnel gets
two cup holders but little storage oth-
erwise. The central screen doubles up
as a sat-nav unit too (below)
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Mitsubishi
Pajero Sport

The Pajero's insides look old-school as
well and though the quality is accept-
able, the plastic used doesn't come
across as upmarket as the Rexton. 1.
Instrumentation as on the Mitsubishi
is simple and easy to read. 2. Steering
mounted controls only work the audia.
1. Pajero’s central console doesn't get a
touchscreen, but there's climate contral
and a stereo, but without Bluetooth te-
lephony. It also houses a trip computer
missing on the Rexton. 4. The central
tunnel has little more storage. The trip
computer also acts as a compass and is
very detailed in its output (below)

Road presence

Clearly, if you are looking al
pose value above all else, the
"Pajero’ badge and the Sporl's
taller, more muscular stance
makes it the better choice. The
Rexton in comparison looks
more oriental besides coming
across as softer, lower and less
adventurons. The Pajero's more
olf-road friendly design is clear
lrom the oulside loo, particularly
its better approach and depar-
lure angles,

Inside though we'd take the
Fexton forit looks, richer feels and
it's more luxurious. Step inside
the vehicles and it is immedi-
ately evident that there’s more
effort and attention paid to the
qualily of plastic parls, and the
lit and finish inside the Rexton.
Though, the designs forthe dash,
the door inserts and the knobs
and buttons on both vehicles look
dated and very utilitarian.

The Rexton, however, gets more
equipment. There's a touchscreen
interface in the centre console
that plays music, has Bluetooth
telephony and an in built sat-
nav, In addition, the Ssangyong

MITSUBISHI PAJERO SPORT VS SSANGYONG REXTON

gets power scals with memaory for
the driver, automalic head lamps
and wipers and cruise contral,
(In the safety front, the Rexton
gets two additional airbags and
ESP. All this might be missing
om the Pajero, bul for die-hard
off-roading fans, the Pajero pets
Four wheel drive, with high and
low ratio and a differential lock,
while the Rexton has to make
do with an electronic all-wheel
drive system.

Driver appeal

But, at least. the Rexton gels a
manual override {operated via
buttons on the sleering wheel)
with its automatic transmission
to inject some driverinvolvemend,
It's quite an average gearbox
otherwise with five speeds and
no real immediacy in shifling.
The engine on the other hand
has great specs supporting it. It
is a five cylinder dicsel displac-
ing 269%ce, developing 184bhp
of max power and a juicy 402Nm
of peak torque.

O the move, after the anto
box has done its torque converter
drone ritual, the poke is quite
good. It helps the Bexton gather
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ROAD TEST &

T .%

iu'\a Ihe prn nhlem here besides much slo 1 the li L i ' kerb weight and
the aulo box, is the noise. The Ia we omnds n andins ; 5 0 I beth the ST
ine is I”"[ oo ne " A Car still ¢ i i : e he & ind bend
: Rﬂtn n has the potential

i weavilyun
5 'aLarm].L

Huldl;. undul.ﬂ]
around a bit too rmud
1 teels more pl ante

There's storage under the front armrest
and a pop out bottle holder

rhe fure -cylinder is nulsr, hut

hugely powerful. It is coupled £ i : i T 2 2 5
to an average 5-speed auto box, —u | The Rexton is far better equipped. Its front seats are electrically adjustable and come with me

which gets electronic AWD ] : 4 function (left). There's also ESP (right) and the overall quality level on the Ssangyeng is better
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ROAD TEST

By A

TR

b A

malkes for a better companion

Space equation

S, the Bexton is casier to drive

Stowage spaces aplenty like on the cen-
tral tunnel make this a practical cabin

in the ¢ity and better equipped.

The Mitsubishi offers more head
and leg room at the front, and
more knee room in the second

Tor clie Faar e s o, EORICITRS oo o, L;i.f:.ll.'lln':- LA
Could be better ww . Boring +

not affect our final points rating

on highways or for high speed The Pajero is better off-road and [ = = :
driving, It rolls and pitches less  is more sorted for infer-city g E e Faj?rp el MR U A
and turns into corners with more  travels even if it involves the \ = = Il St (HOTE, 10U e TN
poise. The turn in is sharper, the  hills. The Pajero is also more ERYE Ty = = ?al,-l LiE Sajor, MOlenvch IT
body-roll beller reigned inand it fuel efficiend. e e S _blelter. e
feels more stable under braking But. these are seven seater |DeSiEN it ! ot rrrr;u_lre ill\zlnqrﬂnared . t;:E R?I;Dn
as well. If we had to pick one SUVs at the end of the day and | Character AXARE | kkk Tm:”ujs:' :.:”E,riwp:ﬂﬂ:h 1:12 ”E,I;
| for travelling long distances or their large size must count for | Handling *h* | P hf-llﬁr il nﬂhf.ﬁ]mm.n.
as a driver, it would be certainly something. And, the Pajero makes | Wellness *k *kk ings. The one thing I'd like better on
I the Pajero Sport. it count more than the Rexton. | image falafiel | ** the Pajero though is performance.

It is @ heayy vehicle and it seriousky
neets & more powerful enging,

Anti-clockwise from right:
Front door pocket is useful and
can hold a bottle. The switches
all round like for the power
windows are of average gual-
ity. Last row seating, though
uncomfortahble, is better than

The engine has ood low and mid

range torque and class leading the Rexton; ditto for the second

: row. Plus, the second row slides
fuel economy. Pajero also gets the for higher seating flexibility
more potent AWD system 5
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ROAD TEST

MEASUREMENTS in millimetres Rexton
wheel track F/R 157071570 Tyres 235/75 R16 Hankook DynaPro
Width 1900 spare wheel Full size
Shoulder room 1455

£ =

whaalbase 5335_ - | Qn'gsh d'?'_'-s-
“Reear ke oo W STandard Jmd e ™S i rd
The Rexton is longer and it sits on a longer wheelbase. It is wider as well, but it's
the Pajero that offers more room to occupants in all the three rows of seating
MEASLIREMENTS in millimetres Pajero Sport
wheel frack F/R 1520/1515 | Tyres 265/65 R17 Bridgestone Dualer

Wideh 1815 spare wheel Full size
Showlder ropm 1380

Wheelhase 2800- Length 4695
*Rear knee-moom sith Stadaed I deivers leg room.

| RITSUBISHI SSANGYONG
' Made OFf Al head Clblock | Alhead Ciblock |
Capacity {cc) 2477¢C 2,696cc i
’ Cylinders | 4cylinline 5 cyl, inling o N i n r it
| Installation | Longitudinal | Longitudinal Boot space on both SUVS is huge and with the second row flipped over, there's acres
 Valvetrain | 4 valves/tyl,DOHC | 4 valves/cyl,DOHC | more to be had. However, the Pajero’s boot is bigger and more flexible
Bore x stroke | SLImmxSs.0mm B6.2mmxI2.4mm i
_Max Power 178bhp@4,000rpm | _184bhp@4,000rpm F.H_ TSI SN EEANGYONG
Ma]{ torque A00M m@aﬂﬂﬂrpm 402N mE@L,600rpm Chassis Ladder frame Ladder frame
| Max engine speed 4,500rpm 4,500rpm | No of Seats. INRE f
Specific output T2bhp/litre a8bhp/litre ' 5usnenswn F;’H Double wishbone Double wishbone
“ptw sebhpitonne ‘}Ebhﬂhnnl‘le with anti-roll har/ with anti-roll bar/
T R ARl s ot three link with five link with
JE P L SRR , anti-roll bar anti-roll bar
| | Driven wheels AWD . AWD Brakes F/R Ventilated discs/ Ventilated discs/
H | Fuel efficiency (ARAL) _12.8kmpl 11.2kmpl ventilated discs solid discs
1 i : Wheels F/R L511x17in 7.5)xl6in
| : e MITSUBISHI SRS RHIE Steering Rack & pinion with | Rack & pinion with
]_ e Y o .  hydraulic assist electric assist
i Eﬁ Y. e 6‘32 Turning circle dia 11.2m 1L.4m
Il H - L1
0-100kmph g 12.3s 6,75 utl i Diesel Diesel _
0-120kmph 178 13,85 | | Tank capacity 0 litres 78 |ITI'I':"§
 Top speed 173kmph 194kmph Boot space ik WA NA
Driveability Kerb wmght 2.065kg | 1986kg
30-80kmph 6.85 5.75% MITSUBISHI
;g igg:;‘g: gi;‘ ;z:: Model | Pajero Sport Rexton RX7
kG " it 1 | Aivbags | 2 L
“80-0kmph : T = ABS/ESP Yes Mo | Yes/Yes
100-0kmph dst T a76m  AC/Climate control | Climate contral | Climate control
T T R T ———1 | Power windows All four doors | All four doors
At 50kmph 67 0B(A) 64 dB(A} CR/Mp3 player ' ves L
| At 100kmph 69 dB(A) _ 67dBja) | | Sunroof ho s
| At 130kmph 1T 7id8@d) 70dB(A) | [Xenoniamps ' No ves
i w2 “ 233g/km 2558 km | | Warranty 3 years/100,000km | 2 years/100,000km
{‘; Fuel efficiency 11.3kmpl 10.4kmipl ,' PRICE (OTR, Delhi) Rs 26.3 lakh Ps 23.0 lakh
i * Kickdown in D
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row. With its sliding second row,
there’s more space and flexibility
in the last row as well. The Rexton
i= wider, longer and it sits on a
longerwheelbase compared to the
Pajero, But, the space utilisation
=n't as good. Yes, the shoulder
room in firsl two rows is much
better inside the Rexton, but in
every other regard, the Pajero

FINAL PLACING

manages Lo squeeze more space
out of its design.

As far as boot space is con-
cerned, the space and flexibility on
offerin both the SUVs is similar,
With the last row folded, there’s
enough space o hold weekend
luggage. Fold the second row and
you can move houses in both
the cars.

298 POINTS
Mitsuhishi Pajero Sport

Ideal for these who are adven-
turous by nature and love trav-
eling long distances. The Pajero is more
stable, imwolving and efficient, It is also
much hetter off the road.

292 POINTS

Ssangyong Rexton RX7

Big size and good for posing,
the Rexton also works best as
an SUY for the city. Its light steering and
an auto "box help here. It could do with
lesser body movement though.

BEST DRIVER'S CAR 128/200 points

"Best driver's car’ and ‘mes! comlortale car’ pacings are specific fo this test anly

Verdict

SCORECARD

Front space

MITSUBISHI

SSANGYONG

MITSUBISHI PAJERO SPORT VS SSANGYONG REXTON

The AUTO BILD

points system at work

Clear winner, fair grading - cars are rated over
500 points, with 100 poists for each sactian.
Alsn, each section foduses on a single zspact
for easier understanding

The Pajero scores higher for accupant
space aven though it is the smaller of

Rear space 15 113 |11 | thetwo SUvs. I also has a more practi
Feeling of space/ambience |10 |8 |8 | cal and Aaxible hoot compared to the
| Boot spaceﬂlmhulslr 5 (15 (13 Korean. But, the Rexton manages to
[ Visiility =R E score higher for its better fit and finish,
Feel of quality 15 |11 |1 | higher payload and more safety kit It
| Payload 5 |4 (5 | 8elsESPandfront sie airbags, missing
Safety 20 |3 |8 an the Pagero. ABS and two front airbags
intermediate results  [100 |71 |70 | o Standard on both,
_ The Ssangyong has more power and so
Acceleration 547 1% | muchsothat even with an automatic
Top speed 5 |2 |3 | gearbox, it manages to out-accelerate
| Drivealility 10 |8 |9 | the Pajers and record a higher top
| Engine characteristics a3 speed. Befna an automatic it also scores
Gearboy W |6 |5 | higher for drivability. But, it wins this
Fuel efficiency 40 |21 |19 | category by just a point because the
Range 5 |4 |4 | Pajeroscores mose for being the more
| Environment 10 |5 |5 | efficientofthe two SUVs andit also has
intermediate results  [100 |56 |57 | [N befter gearbox.
m As wias the case abova, only one point
| Pide quality 0 12 A | separates the SUVs hare as well, Cru-
Front seafs/ingress 10 |8 |8 cially, it is the Pajero which is at an ad-
| Rear seat/ingress 0 (7 |6 vantage this time round, 1t has the ber-
Driving noise | |6 |7 ter overall ride qualicy, hetter second
Handling 501 |9 ro seats and much better handling in
Comtort equipment 15 [8 |10 | itsfavour. The Rexton though scores in
Operabiliy 10 |7 & | areaslikedriving noise, comfort aquip-
Intermediateresults ~ [100 |69 | 68 | Ment and operability.

Thi Pajerg is the winner when it comes
bo dynamics. Besides better handfing

10 it also has better steering fael and is

1 more stahle over a variety of surfaces,

19 | The Rexton thaugh stops soener. Oth-

6 erwise inareas like Manoeuvrability as

[z well as the grip on offer, the two are

TEST RESULTS

Stegring response L TREE
rectional stamility 5 |1

| Manoewrability 20 [n
Braking 25 |18
Grip 0 |6

_Turnm}; cirche 5|1
Intermediate results

wery close, But, the Rexton is easier o
[iver with in the city.

In the end, the Pajera wins and by a

8 | decent margin. It is the SUV 12 buy

Prica 60 |7
| Resale 0 |12
{ Warraniy 20 |14
Intermediate results 100 | 33

TOTAL
Final position

EE

Vikrant Singh

B The Rexton is much lighter on your senses. It rides better at slower speeds and is the plusher of the two SUVs
in terms of interior feel. It has more comfort and safety features too and packs way better performance. Plus,

with its lighter steering and an auto 'box, it Is clearly the better SUV for city use. The Pajero Sport though is the
Eruer SUV and the winner of this test. It's better sorted for highway jaunts given its ride and handling. Its seats
are comfier and the cabin more spacious. The hoat Is more usable too. It is also more economical, and of course,
it is a better off-roader any day.

1

10 P T one is looking at a befter over-
17 all package and not one just for city
30 | use. Moreover, the Pajern commands

a higher resale and it & baing alfered
with better warrznty as well compared
fion the Rexton.
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