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PORSCHE EVOLUTION POSTER
THE LEGEND OF SKODA BODKLET
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Youngest of the warrior clan The ultimate survivor The real deal in off-roading  The last of the legend




I-\.ll

-
0 "'\.'.

T
nﬁ.m.ﬂ |
Q.,u i RITRR

fad

""l'".“ 'fil‘"'"_'i"i"
il "r"HL“ hrn?

e miiid LI




HM Ambassador
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THIS IS THE LATEST
ITERATION OF A
NEVER-SAY-DIE CAR THAT
INDIA HAS ROMANCED
FOR A REALLY, REALLY
LONG TIME

WORDS GIRISH KEARKERA
PHOTOGRAFHY SAPTARSHI BISWAS
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v the light of da er this year, IiTHE nM BY WﬂSNEVER DES BE A BANK
. - ROBBERY GETAWAY CAR, BUT IT DOES FEEL

LIKE IT CAN BULLDOZE THROUGH A COUPLE
OF LAYERS OF POLICE CONVOYS'
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| In West Bengal,
politics is never
too far away
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AMBASSADOR ENCORE

Displacement: 14359
Fuel: Dissel
Max Power: 480hp @ 4000rom

Fuel tank: 54 litres

LxWWaH: 4325 x 1662 1593mm
Wheelbase: 2 454mm
Ground Clearance: 152mm

Max Torgue: 1120m & 2000rpm - Tyre: 16550815 (Bridgestons)
Turning radius: 5.4
Kerbweight: 1,200k
Price: T5 8-6.%lakh (on-road, Mumbai)

Gearbox: 5k
Brakes: Front disc, reardrum
Fuel efficiency: 1.2.0kpl

The Amby has
never been about
cheap thrills

Wﬁhﬂﬁms fastapproaching, the “Classic’
Amby got a floor-mounted gear-shifter,

pull-type door handles and power steering.

still na new grille.

Including its fabric
seats and camel-

cnlburedTniarior,'the
Grand featured a total of e
127 changes over the previous car. No new

grille here either.

The most ambitious

redesign HM ever like those in modern cars, which we're used to by Iromic considering Tara had 1o take the Nano
undertook with the Amb now. Of course, it isn't butter smooth. The Amlbwy from West Bengal to Gujarat halfa century later.
trying to make it look like a was never designed 1o be a bank robbery getaway The Ambaszadorwas bazed on the Morris Oxford

Mini and a Porsche 356, It looked nothing like
sither of them. New grille!

The Amby is now
BS IW-compliant,
50 you can buy one
in the metros too.

Stop looking for new grilles.
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assured, nothing will break.
An optional remote shift mechanism
transmission makes things easicr and much more

car, but it does feel like it can bulldoze through a
couple of layers of police convoys.

Just seems a coincidence that both the
Ambassador and Kolkata have plenty of British
influences. The city was the erstwhile capiral of the
Raj, which meant the Queen got a palace here, lots
of educational institutions, hospitals, even trams,
Interestingly, the Amby - essentially the British
Mirris Orford - came into existence in the
mid-"50s when the Birla Group got the license to
manufacmre cars in the East of India.

This also meant that they shified the small
unit that they operated at the Okha portin
Gujarat, to this sprawling space near Kolkara,

of the "50s - cne of the first to boast of a
monocoque chassis —and saw five generation
changes till the "90s. In pre-globalisation Tndia,
the Ambassador was the car of status to have,
Narurally, it became the car of choice for our
‘leaders’ and bureaucrats as well.

While 1 am sure a pristine Ambassador
without abeacon would attract more attention in
acity like Mumbai, in Kolkara iris business as
ustal, Most of the locals ignored us. While a few
were intripued to see us photographing an ‘old’



The cars wait
patiently for their
turn to be shipped

More upmarket
‘camel’ interior,
Modern? Not quite
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